
March 20, 2026

The Honorable Mike Simpson

Chair

Subcommittee on Interior,

Environment, and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Chellie Pingree

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Interior,

Environment, and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Simpson and Ranking Member Pingree,

As you develop the Fiscal Year 2027 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 

appropriations bill, we urge you to provide $12 billion in funding for the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), and at minimum, no less than at Fiscal Year 2026 enacted levels, in 

order for the agency to carry out its critical work to address air pollution, protect public health, 

and combat the climate crisis. It is imperative Congress provide sufficient funding to enable the 

agency and its staff to achieve its congressionally mandated goals.

The EPA has long been greatly underfunded and understaffed and while the agency’s budget and

capacity have shrunk, the threat of the climate crisis and the resulting costs to our health and 

economy have grown. Air pollution causes serious health problems and disproportionately 

affects communities of color, fenceline communities, and lower-income communities that are 

already overburdened by pollution. The cost of inaction on climate is estimated to exceed $820 

billion in health costs every year, plus the costs of decreased worker productivity and lost work 

days, and those costs are expected to increase. The global economic costs of climate change 

could reach $38 trillion per year by 2050. Investing in climate action, cleaner air, and 

environmental protection now by adequately funding the EPA will save billions of dollars and 

thousands of lives per year. 

Americans need a strong EPA that is sufficiently funded and staffed to carry out its 

responsibilities in service of the American people. The EPA sets science-based pollution 

standards, which reduce people’s exposure to health-harming chemicals and save lives. EPA 

programs and funding mechanisms support air quality monitoring, lead pipe removal, brownfield

site remediation, and wastewater infrastructure projects. The EPA helps communities prepare 

for, respond to, and rebuild from catastrophic and costly extreme weather events. In performing 

and supporting these essential services and more, the EPA protects families and consumers, 

revitalizes neighborhoods, and benefits the economy.



Nearly half of Americans—156 million people—are living in communities with unhealthy levels

of air pollution. That is 25 million more people than the previous year, according to the 

American Lung Association. Accordingly, in addition to the topline funding request, we urge 

you to provide robust funding for the EPA’s clean air programs funded through the Science and 

Technology, Environmental Programs and Management, and State and Tribal Assistance Grants 

(STAG) accounts to support the agency’s work to reduce harmful air pollution, control radiation 

exposure, mitigate climate change, and ensure compliance and enforcement. Funding these 

accounts will also support state, local, and Tribal air pollution control agencies in monitoring and

addressing on-the-ground emissions. At the very least, we urge you to fund these accounts at no 

less than Fiscal Year 2026 enacted levels. Specifically, we request funding for Fiscal Year 2027 

at the following levels:

● $227.4 million for the Clean Air and Climate Program funded through the Science and 

Technology account;

● $19.3 million for enforcement activities funded through the Science and Technology 

account;

● $694.6 million for the Clean Air and Climate Program funded through the Environmental

Programs and Management account;

● $168.4 million for compliance activities funded through the Environmental Programs and

Management account;

● $485 million for enforcement activities funded through the Environmental Programs and 

Management account;

● $500 million for State and Local Air Quality Management Grants funded through the 

STAG Categorical Grants account;

● $85.25 million for Tribal Air Quality Management Grants funded through the STAG 

Categorical Grants account.

Additionally, we ask that you include bill language providing clear direction and stronger 

accountability for the EPA Administrator to follow congressionally directed staffing levels. In 

2025, the EPA lost approximately 4,000 staff (about 25% of the agency), leaving the agency at 

historically low levels – more than 2,000 positions below Ronald Reagan’s final budgets. With 

vital positions across EPA regions vacant, the Fiscal Year 2026 appropriations bill directed the 

EPA to “maintain staffing levels in order to fulfill the mission and statutory obligations of the 

agency, including Section 2(f) of the Environmental Research, Development, and Demonstration

Authorization Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 4363).” We ask that this bill language is included again in 

the Fiscal Year 2027 appropriations bill. 

As of the date of this letter, we are not aware of any meaningful effort by the EPA to follow this 

direction and restore staffing to levels commensurate with the appropriated funding levels. 



Therefore, we ask that the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittee consider 

including the following report language:

“EPA shall support staffing levels necessary to fulfill its statutory responsibilities 

including carrying out programs, projects, and activities authorized and funded under the 

statutes enforced by EPA, including the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the Safe 

Drinking Water Act, the Resource Recovery and Conservation Act, the Federal Fungicide

Insecticide and Rodenticide Act, CERCLA, EPCRA, NEPA in a timely manner: EPA 

shall provide sufficient enforcement personnel to insure compliance with statutes under 

its jurisdiction.

 

The Administrator shall submit a detailed plan and justification to the Committees on 

Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate, and make publicly 

available to allow for an independent review not less than 60 days prior to initiating the 

execution of any reorganization moving functions within EPA, pursuant to any 

authorities otherwise provided; or Reduction In Force, carried out by EPA relative to how

such functions are funded in this Act.” 

The threat of pollution and the climate crisis to our health, safety, and economic prosperity is 

more acute than ever. Funding the EPA and these accounts at the highest possible levels is 

essential to carrying out the EPA’s core mission to protect public health and to ensuring the 

American people and future generations have access to clean air and livable communities. Thank

you for your leadership and consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Jennifer L. McClellan

Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko

Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth

Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke

Member of Congress



Shomari Figures

Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids

Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore

Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal

Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett

Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton

Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon

Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib

Member of Congress

Dina Titus

Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch

Member of Congress

George Latimer

Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost

Member of Congress



Seth Moulton

Member of Congress

Diana DeGette

Member of Congress

Lucy McBath

Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen

Member of Congress

Julia Brownley

Member of Congress

Wesley Bell

Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu

Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis

Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.

Member of Congress

Ro Khanna

Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell

Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.

Member of Congress



Sarah McBride

Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs

Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.

Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi

Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez

Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio

Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán

Member of Congress

Robert Garcia

Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 

Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly

Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee

Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski

Member of Congress



Haley M. Stevens

Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson

Member of Congress

Sean Casten

Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez

Member of Congress

Mark Takano

Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran

Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II

Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky

Member of Congress

John B. Larson

Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury

Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett

Member of Congress

Becca Balint

Member of Congress



Thomas R. Suozzi

Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum

Member of Congress

Chris Pappas

Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin

Member of Congress

Gabe Amo

Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes

Member of Congress

Juan Vargas

Member of Congress

Maxine Waters

Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas

Member of Congress

Laura Friedman

Member of Congress

George Whitesides

Member of Congress

Julie Johnson

Member of Congress



Ritchie Torres

Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia

Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner

Member of Congress

Val Hoyle

Member of Congress

Dwight Evans

Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier

Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.

Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez

Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici

Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal

Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross

Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz

Member of Congress



Steve Cohen

Member of Congress

Adelita S. Grijalva

Member of Congress

Nikema Williams

Member of Congress

James R. Walkinshaw

Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.

Member of Congress

Angie Craig

Member of Congress

Joe Neguse

Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda

Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher

Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon

Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver

Member of Congress

Al Green

Member of Congress



Maxine Dexter

Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer

Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell

Member of Congress

Josh Riley

Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell

Member of Congress

Greg Landsman

Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene

Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari

Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove

Member of Congress

Lori Trahan

Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume

Member of Congress



Joe Courtney

Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney

Member of Congress

André Carson

Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson

Member of Congress

Luz M. Rivas

Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten

Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison

Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson

Member of Congress

Jason Crow

Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez

Member of Congress

Greg Stanton

Member of Congress


